
 

Religious Studies 
 

Year 7 

Autumn Term 

 The Island; Holy books; Diwali and festival of light 

Spring Term 

 Origins of Judaism and Hanukah 

Summer Term 

 The Old Testament 

Year 8 

Autumn Term 

 Historical and modern migration 

Spring Term 

 The Civil Rights Movement 

Summer Term 

 The value of a human and slavery; parables and miracles 

 

GCSE 

Religious Studies at GCSE requires students to explore the beliefs and practices of 

Christianity and 

Sikhism, as well as a broad range of contemporary ethical issues. Students study the 

AQA Religious 

Studies A (8062) specification, which consists of two components: 

Component 1: The study of religions, beliefs and practices 

Christianity 

Sikhism 

Component 2: Thematic studies 

Theme B: Religion and life 

Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict 



 

Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment 

Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice 

More information on the specification can found here: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious- 

studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-glance 

 

A-Level 

At A-Level, Religious Studies students are introduced to a range of philosophical, ethical 

and 

theological concepts that they analyse and evaluate in depth. Students study the OCR 

specification, 

and are assessed through three two-hour exams, each of which has a different focus: 

Paper 1: Philosophy of religion 

Students study philosophical language and thought, and issues and questions raised by 

belief: 

 Ancient philosophical influences 

 The nature of the soul, mind and body 

 Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God 

 The nature and impact of religious experience 

 The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil 

 Ideas about the nature of God 

 Issues in religious language. 

 

Paper 2: Religion and ethics 

Students explore key concepts and the works of influential thinkers, ethical theories and 

their application: 

 Normative ethical theories 

 The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance 

 Ethical language and thought 

 Debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience 

 Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in religious 

beliefs. 

 

 



 

 

Paper 3: Developments in religious thought 

 Christian beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary 

historically and in the contemporary world 

 

 Sources of Christian wisdom and authority 

 Practices which shape and express Christian identity, and how these vary within 

a tradition 

 Significant social and historical developments in Christian theology 

 Key themes related to the relationship between Christianity and society. 

 

More information on the specification can be found here: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-

2016/specification-at-a-glance/ 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/

