
 

A Level (year 12 and 13): 

The A Level course followed at Calday is AQA 7272 

The GCE in music will encourage students to draw on their experiences at GCSE as well as 
offering a meaningful foundation for the study of music beyond GCE level. Candidates will 
recognise the interdependence of musical skills, knowledge and understanding and the links 
between the activities of performing, composing and listening and appraising.  

The A level Music course at Calday represents an active preparation for the pursuit of further 
musical training and subsequent professional musicianship. For others, it is a highly 
stimulating contrast to other A level subjects. Music is a choice which will appeal to a wide 
variety of students and it combines effectively with a number of other 'A' level subjects. 
Music links well with Mathematics or Physics, The Creative Arts, but also with English 
Literature, History or Modern Languages. Over the last few years, students have gone on to 
study Music and various courses related to music at the University of Oxford, Royal Northern 
College of Music, Royal College of Music, Royal Academy of Music, Royal Central School of 
Speech and Drama, York University, Durham University, Glasgow University and 
Manchester University.   

There are three music teachers at Calday and the topics are split between staff depending 
on their subject specialism.  The assessment during the course will take the form of essays 
on the chosen Areas of Study and Listening and Appraising exercises. Pupils will be 
expected to take instrumental or vocal lessons throughout the A Level course and will 
perform in public; 35% of the exam is performance. Students are carefully guided to write 
two compositions and they are not only supported by subject teachers but also from 
professional composers. This equates to 25% of the exam. 

A genuine interest in music of all genres, and a willingness to learn about the relationship 
between the music we hear and the way in which it is written is a necessary foundation for 
studies in 'A' level Music. In addition, students will need to enjoy making music, and have an 
ability to sing or play one or more instruments to approximately grade 6 standard. Students 
that enjoy researching the historical aspects of how music has developed over the ages and 
can write convincing historical and critical essays will be equipped to tackle Music A Level. 

  

YEAR 12 

Autumn Term 
MUSIC LITERACY – Students will recap on the theoretical work that they studied at GCSE. 
They will learn about chromatic harmony, part writing and non harmony notes, they will 
extend their knowledge of cadences, intervals and modulations. 
THE BAROQUE SOLO CONCERTO - Sonata for trumpet and strings in D major Z.850 
PURCELL: Students will learn about the development of the concerto and the trumpet.  They 
will look at Purcell’s key features. They will analyse and annotate the score and complete 
listening questions and essay questions based on the set work.  They will tackle unseen 
listening tasks based on similar pieces of music. 
Flute Concerto in D ‘Il Gardinellino’ VIVALDI: Students will learn about the flute and about 
the key features of Vivaldi’s works. They will analyse and annotate the score and complete 
listening questions and essay questions based on the set work.  They will tackle unseen 
listening tasks based on similar pieces of music. 
Autumn and SpringTerm  

http://www.oxtutor.co.uk/retake/subjects/2005/maths.htm
http://www.oxtutor.co.uk/retake/subjects/2005/physics.htm
http://www.oxtutor.co.uk/retake/subjects/2005/englit.htm
http://www.oxtutor.co.uk/retake/subjects/2005/englit.htm
http://www.oxtutor.co.uk/retake/subjects/2005/history.htm


 

THE OPERAS OF MOZART - The Marriage of Figaro MOZART: Students will learn about 
the features of Classical Music. They will look in particular at word setting and Mozart’s 
harmonic language.They will analyse and annotate the score and complete listening 
questions and essay questions based on the set work.  They will also tackle unseen listening 
tasks based on similar pieces of music. 
Act 1, focusing on:  
Overture  
No.1 Duettino (Figaro and Susanna, including following recitative)  
No.3 Cavatina (Figaro, including the previous recitative)  
No.4 Aria (Bartolo)  
No.5 Duettino (Susanna and Marcellina)  
No.6 Aria (Cherubino)  
No.7 Terzetto (Susanna, Basilio, Count)  
No.9 Aria (Figaro). 
Composition 
Students will take part in composition workshops and learn how to develop a melody and 
how to expand their harmonic language. Students will complete several short compositions. 
Spring Term 
THE BAROQUE SOLO CONCERTO – Violin Concerto in A minor BWV1041, J.S BACH: 
Students will study string techniques. They will learn about the key features of Bach’s Music. 
They will analyse and annotate the score. They will complete listening questions and essay 
questions based on the set work.  They will complete unseen listening tasks based on 
similar pieces of music. 
Spring and Summer Term 
THE PIANO MUSIC OF CHOPIN, BRAHMS AND GRIEG – Students will study Romantic 
Piano Music. They will learn about the development of the piano and the key features of 
Romantic Music and the development from Classical Music. 
*This music might not be studied in this order. 
Students will study the music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg. They will analyse each of their 
individual styles and also their similarities.  They will annotate the score for each piece and 
complete listening and essay questions based on the set work.  They will complete unseen 
listening tasks based on similar pieces of music and learn how to identify key Romantic 
elements. 
CHOPIN: Ballade no.2 in F major op. 38 and Intermezzo in A major op.118.no. 2 
BRAHMS: Nocturne in E minor op.72 no.1 and  Ballade in G minor op.118 no. 3 
GRIEG: Norwegian march op.54 no. 2  and Notturno op.54 no. 4 
  
Summer Term 
AREA of STUDY 4: MUSIC FOR THEATRE 
Students will study Musical Theatre. They will look at what defines the music composed for 
theatre and how this is used to govern, enhance and support a theatrical conception for 
1925 to the present.  They will study the compositional styles of the following composers. 
Kurt Weill  
Richard Rodgers  
Stephen Sondheim  
Claude-Michel Schönberg  
Jason Robert Brown  
After analysing a selection of contrasting pieces from the musicals named below, students 
will learn how to construct a 30 mark essay question. 
  
Richard Rodgers: Oklahoma/South Pacific 
Stephen Sondheim: Sweeney Todd/Into the Woods 
Claude-Michel Schönberg: Miss Saigon/Les Miserables 
  



 

Composition 
Students will start their first composition for A level, ‘Free’ composition. This will be 
completed in the Autumn Term of year 13 
Performance 
Students will perform half of their A level recital which should equate to about 6 minutes of 
music. This can either be solo, ensemble or Production via music technology. 
  

  

YEAR 13 

Autumn and Spring Term 
Students will continue with their study of MUSIC for THEATRE 
AREA of STUDY 7: ART MUSIC SINCE 1910 
Students will study a range of music that comprises of modern, contemporary classical, 
electronic art, experimental and minimalist music through the study of the following 
composers: 
Dmitri Shostakovich  
Olivier Messiaen  
Steve Reich  
James MacMillan  
They will look at the key elements within their music and what defines their particular 
style.  Students will learn about new instrument techniques and how these composers were 
pushing the boundaries whilst still holding on to some ‘traditional’ features. 
Students will analyse the following pieces of music and show their understanding through 
essay writing.  They will look at how each composer reflects the style of their genre and their 
purpose and intentions for the work using musical vocabulary and terminology relevant to 
the work.  They will also tackle unseen listening and extended responses. 
Dmitri Shostakovich - String Quartet No.8, 1st movement; Piano Concerto No.2, 2nd 
movement and Symphony No.5 in D minor, 1st movement 
Olivier Messiaen: Quatuor pour la fin du temps, movement 2 and 5; Tarangalila-Symphonie, 
1st movement and Catalogue d’oiseaux, Le Loriet 
Steve Reich: Different Trains, Music for 18 Musicans and Tehillim 
Composition 
Students will finish their first composition for A level, ‘Free’ composition. They will start work 
on the composition that is set by the examination board ‘Brief’ in the Autumn Term and 
complete it in the spring term. 
Performance 
Students will perform  their A level recital with a duration of 10-12 minutes of music as part of 
their mock exam in January. This can either be solo, ensemble or Production via music 
technology. The final performance will be completed at the end of the Spring Term or 
beginning of the Summer Term. 
Summer Term 
Students will spend this term revising all set works and completing past papers in 
preparation for their final examination in June. 
 Extra-curricular Music 

Junior Band:  This is run on a Friday lunchtime by Mrs Gilbert.  All students in years 7 and 
8 who have peripatetic music lessons in school are expected to participate.  There is no 
audition and students are encouraged to join in.  The music tends to be light hearted and 
pieces that include melodies that you will recognise. 

Senior Band:  This is run on a Thursday lunchtime by Mrs Gilbert.  Students that play an 
orchestral instrument and are of Grade 3 ABRSM standard and above are invited to 
join.  The music ranges from movements from a movement from a Symphony to a Disney 



 

Medley and everything in between.  Students are very welcome to request a certain piece of 
music. 

Junior Choir: This is run on a Tuesday lunchtime by Mrs Powell. Any boy in years 7 and 8 
is invited to join the Junior Choir with no audition.  The music ranges from traditional choral 
works both sacred and secular to popular music and musicals. Students sing in two-parts. 

Senior Choir: This is run on a Monday lunchtime by Mrs Powell.  Students in years 9 (or 
earlier depending on the development of the voice) and above are invited to join the 
choir.  The music ranges from traditional choral works both sacred and secular to popular 
music and musicals. Students sing in four-parts. 

Wind Band: This is run every Wednesday at lunchtime and afterschool by Mrs Gilbert.  All 
wind players of grade 4 and above are invited to join this group. 

String Ensemble:  This is run by sixth form students and overseen by Mrs Gilbert. This 
group meets on a Wednesday lunchtime. 

Jazz Band:  This is a student led group that rehearses afterschool.  They are often asked to 
play for school functions. 

Pianists: There are many opportunities for soloists at concerts.  Pianists are always needed 
to accompany solo instrumentalists and there are also opportunities for pianists in the band 
and for various functions at the school. 

Music Mentoring 

The music department runs a weekly student mentoring programme.  Students are invited to 
access this programme to offer support alongside their class teacher.  The mentoring is 
provided by older pupils and can be on a one to one basis or in a small group.  It will focus 
either on the theoretical aspects of music or provide keyboard skills for the relevant 
topic.  The sessions will take place at break times.  There will be one drop in session each 
week for students that have found an aspect of their music lesson challenging and need 
some extra support. 

If you would like extra help or support, or would like to become involved with the mentoring 
programme please speak to your son/daughters music teacher: Mrs Gilbert, Mrs Powell or 
Mr Morris. 

 

  

 


